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SPEECH OF HON. MK, ERIDGES,
OF PENN:YLVANIA,

On the Nebruskn and Knnsus bill ; delivered in the House
of Representatives March 15, 1554

The I:lcuulnJI being in Commitiee of the Whale on the
stte uf the Uniop—
e BRIDGES aid
Mr. mﬂuh_.u; ﬁmbl:nmﬂmkii;i
e loor my views ™ bjeat
“m'm il was n:hdduruwmm h m“ ,
itis with extreme veluctunce that | am again compelled,
Yty
o o,
{may not jwosate Jor the extebeion of
slavery, (lor | am opposed (o e exisience i1 the ubsiinet,)
o wa Jur an | am able, of the conatitution
Sinlen—ibat great chaner of American lib-
Liowe, ws every American citizen owes,
T S ST,
overw
::lwioum L&J—ﬂc this great nation in
o nunLrn h
bl Iy .'u-uj‘ en the 00 und south-
ern portions of this confedesacy were settled, and
settled forewer, When 1 ook my sent bhere at the
P gm0
.d‘m:h Mm" . "..;'?.?’ . indications that
0 il
-oal h.u s working Hm. and devoted

but u 30
of e U
ey, o
ingheit

this

10, the consideration of (he wore immediale wants unil Smdu the Union.

secessities of (he people, rmiher than theoretical and
abatract questions, tless 10 ourselves aid useless
10 the conutry. | hoped that the voice of dissen-
sion and discord would not sgain b heard within this
ball, that all sgitating 1hemes had been laid aside, and
that no attempt would be made 1o dieturh the peace
and repose of this House anil he country, Bat, #ir, in
this | was disappointed I =oon found, irom a speech

by an’ honorable member from Obio, and from an-

the and Thiry-firet Congresses was aguin
within  these walls, sowing its seeds of discord, and

sttering its firebrands among us 1 soon saw 1
the L monster of slavery agitalion was not
dead, but only crippled | soon “beard the challenge
given by the North to tie South, wnd found that the fan.
cied repowe of the country was but a dream, {rom which
it was to be aroased by ibe ery of fanalical agita.
tore. Aod this ¢flort to disturb the peaceu! elements of
the House was eotirely voluntary and uucalled for,
elicited by no aclion here or elsewhere, but was the of!-
spring 0f & deep-rooted aml an ungovernable hostility 1o
some of the domeefic institutions of the South Bat
while | saw this with no small degree of dissatisiaction
sud pain on the one band, | could not but admire on the
olber the calm and digniied composure exhibited by the
represeniatives Iram the South, and expenience a thnll
of joy at seeing how harmlessiy the shafte of nbolition-
ism fell mt their leel. And | sappose, sir, that that ad-
vance guarl of the enemy, reinforced by others of u »im-
ilar creed, will lay hold ol the Nebraska ill as & pretext
for mnother und w wore furious sttack uB:n that portion
ol our conlederaey It will no doubt be said that that
bill has naled the question of siavery, and bus
opened the door for wide discussion. Bul 1, ior one,
think thal such an inference will be erroneously drawn,
wesmuch a8 the main principles involved in i, in ny |
view, have been previously and Boally setiled  The
menits ol that bill | now propose 1o discuss, and to no-
lce some objections already urged nguinst it

The priocipal dithculty seems to be embraced in the
Imtier part ol the fourteenth section, and s as follows :

“That the constitniion, sod all laws of the United Srates I
which are not loewlly inepplicable, shall have the same |
torce and effect within the said Territory of Nebraska us |
ehhewhers within the United Stuter, exoept the eighth see- |
ton, ol 1 not prepamiery to the sdmission of Missoon
o the Union, approved March 6, 1820, wilen wis super-
seded by the principles of the legislation of 380, com mnr-
Iy called the compromise messires, wnd s bereby degluied |
lnoperative.”

This phiraseciogy has been somewhat changed in the |
Beonte, and pethups may be here, 50 na 1o reud ** that the |
Mimsouts Compromise and ihe compromise mensures of |
1850 are inconsisient with each other.,” In order lo as-
certain whiether the luiler does repenl, or supersede, or
in inconsistent wiith the lormer, it will be necessary 10 re-
for to 1he wct of Congress ol March 6, 1520, suthorizing
the people of the Misgouri Teiritory 1o lorin & constitu-
Lion snd S'ate governmenl. Buai belore nolicing yartice- |
larly what | believe 10 be the effect of the net of 1530, 1|
will refer 10 what transpiced before ite passage, 1 will i
be recollecied that the Missouri Termiory was a part of |
the terntory whisk France ceded 1o the United States an-
l.:n pame of Loulsiana. [t will also be recollected
ihat ender French laws slavery existed in it 81 the tme
of it eession ; aod 0 order 1o seitle & gquestion which |
wriwe between the North and the South—{rom what part |
of that purchase slavery should be excluded —the eighih |
wettion was inserted in the Missouri act, which remds as |
follows :

“ Provided, That all that terrl oty coded by France 1o (he |
Uwited Seates, ander tbe nmme o Lobistana, which lies |
north of 36 deg. 30 min north iwtirede, not Included within |
the limite of the Hawe contemplated by this wor, slavecy
and fuvoluptmiy rervitod- | otierwisn than i the panish-

ment of oitioms, wherssl the par ies shiall have been duly |
eonvioved, rhall be, and s oroby, loievar proli bited "

It now eontended by the opponenis of the present
bill, partly perbajps from the word of perpetoity * fcreve” |
berwg aned, that this section di finmvely setiled the char- |
seier ol the Territory worth of 30 deg 30 min. for all 1.
ure Line, of aa long as it should remain & Ternitory,
Although [ do pot sdmii the principle thal one legislaiure
can pass lmws 10 limi, restrain, or bind the action of any
luinre legiwlaiure, unless by luture legislation vesied
nighie anid interesis are 1o by impaied or destroyed, yet | |
am willing 10 wdmil that it was probably the meaning and
intap of the Cong ol 1520 thal the line 38 deg
W man. showld be exiended (hroogh submequentiy-ae
quired territory on the wesl.  Bu: with how hitle reepect
the set of 1620, snd the inlention with whieh it was
paseed, wos trealed al the very nexi session, | will pro
cond 1o shiow.  Afler the passnge of the net of 1520, it he
came tbe duty ol the people of the Territory ol Mussoar
10 adopt & constitation, and to present it o Congress for |
lmrm, Thie was done at the sueceeding sesaion |
On the 20tk of Novamber, 1520, Mr. Smith, of Bouth Car.
oling, * from e Senwie commitiee, 1o whom was re.
lerved tbe conmtitution we adopied [or the government of
the ol Missouri, reported & resolution decluring

which was read, and ordered to & second reading * On
the 11th ol December it passed the Senate by a voie of

2010 18
uiall&od’ December, 1t was defented by a vole of 89
6 79; sad it was delented becanse the North wok an
exception to a clause in (he constitution, which anhor-
ized the legiclarare of Missout| 10 paes laws 1o prevent |
the im free negroes and malattoes into the
Staie. B denn ihan one year, (hereloe, we see the pri-
tiples ol Missouri Comprom ise uisregarded and tram
pled under foot by noribetn epresenialives, and by tie |
very men, loo, who, i the previous session, had adoped |
lbom ; and for the only resson that \hat people which
wete abouol 1o become amoveregn people, wished 10 pro
vide by Inw agninat the influx of fee negroes and molat
toes inlo the Siate—ithe very thing that some of the
Sinten huve reconily done. On the 26ih of February,
1921, Mr. Clay, then & member of the House, from the |
rlll commitiee appointed for that purpose, repariod the
ollowing resolation : |
" Rewcdoed, Thnt the State of Missour | shall Le admited
It thiin U noom e mn weumi Fosvsimg with the ariginnl Bouies |
Inwil prapeeis whaiever, apon e Dundarmenial condiien
ths ¢ lomith classs of ihe twen'y jh seotion of ihe |
tinle of the gomatpiation, sabimitied oo the past of
» Congress, shall never be constined o nn
b nige ol wny law, and that oo law shall be peose
B CO |y (hareto, Ly whineh any citizen of eliber of 1
Buten 1 e ivtom stimil e v e laded Toom wny of (he poy
lleter mind b mondoies vo whoh sonh clilgen is t!ll'l-lnlrnn
det the ponstitntion of e Uniwd Sinies + Provided, Timi
the leghelatiin of 1he smid Sinie, by sowmn publio ser, shall
deolatm the nsannt o[ Uin puid Simre 10 the said fundamenta
condifitn, sod it 1o the Poesident of the Upited
Sntnm, o0 of Lafoce e fourild Manday in November iext,
2o vuthanie copyof said e apon the roosipl whereot

':I’P”'“"l . wenation, shall snnonnes (e feet;
nflt.'”.wl miy lnriher proecesding on the part

ﬂ..ln,.m.m.,':..:d;:'::.--.hl : this Mewre fnto this Union
"I‘hs- ;u:l:liﬂ punned the Haowes
with e opposition of the shaliiion pon | th
notihern  vole—the Notih, nuueruuln."hr_r:m;:: ti“ﬂ;
thargeable with & direat and pulpable violation of (he
principles of \he Compraomise, while the Sonih wil hered
10 Ve with undeviutmg and otonly puigose, Not be:
';:m the South bad entered into wny contract with the
Notih, a= hma been coniended, 10 the M

by a vt of 87 081,

3 L 4 no
gm“!. e i :t‘lncppglhcol 18320, il m':-opl- de-
sired alavery to exist 'Mﬂ‘i when a vole wu‘

ot

tuken upon the bill in the

| Compromise Lind placed it

del Norte and the

was d to recognine und extend
from m Eto del N’g:u 1o the Pucific ocean.

have steadily repudiated ihe
helped inh,
cause il suited theis

zit:r‘mlnul to foree upon the country their

the admission of the Swte of Mussoan o the Union it

The reaclution was sent 1o 1he Honse, where, |

| the Missoari Compromise of 1520

(it woold b paloral 1o

On the 12tk of May, 1534,

. then ber
S b g gy gy

] nto be
nion us o Stute

:’wu ummrg nnu;l::‘l 30

ere were filly vu:r

i 1 will | wit, the terms of the eonstitation adopred by th le
R g e 1 2 e

the Tetritory—may determine or iequire.

Now, sir, here il’_h my mﬂniml:‘ not only by legul
tively, s repeal of the pmuihlioi of

ahmolﬁﬁﬂ. wa absoluis ion ol the geo-

u‘lzluml esinblished by it, It

of sentiment and upon the subject of the non-

existence of slavery north of 34 deg. 30 min,

cobstraciion, but

It s, ue
underatand Let of acbitrary an:
geopraphical ous, &nd & resort to Ibe great princi-

sl it, the most, if not ull, being uboli the |
South stl} stunding in the position where the Miswuri

ple ol poy S ignty, upon which our government

18 bused—to wit, the rignt ol 1he people to govern, [t

was the teturning from a p:n 1o in 1530 back to
us

In 1845, when Texas made appiication for
the Missouri principle was I‘.l?;lp brought up and
10 ihe terrilory lying between the western Imnwlnraa the
Stte of Texas uﬁ the Rio del Norte river. Bat the
recond shows that thut was also opposed by abolitienists.
And sgain, in 1848, sfter the country betwees the Rio
Pacilic veean had au;l:md from
Mexico, an amendment was offered i the Senate by &
-hmiuuuhtd l_cnntgr {‘m Ill.iun'hbt‘u a Ml: !m:ie#n::-
vuse Lo organize the Territory of Oregon, by wi
nd the w-uuunfi-l!::
ut
t was delcated by the northern abolition vote.
us, il seema, that from U520 10 1848 the abolitionists
inei which bey first
or wﬁch hey now elwmor, 2:

mmul!-hurw
oy e Satot
n

10 estublish, wod

rineiples ; snd, If necessary to success, 1o divide &
oare i Yet we are unblushingly told
them that the Missonti principle has been ntriﬂl& adhered
to by them {rom 1820 (o this very Lour. And this seser-
tion bus gone forth into the couatry to delude the people,
and ihem again into error. Bat there i no record
proof upon whieh such a decluration can be made. |
challevge a reference to it. | invite the most thorough
examination

Bat, 10 show further the eonsisiency and steadfaatness
of the South to the Missouri_ principle, and the light in
which the cosduct of the North was viewed, |refer to
resolutions which were passed by the legislature of the
State of Missouri, and pressmted by Mr. Atchison 10 the
Senute, on the 3d day of January, 1550, one of which inas
follows :

“ Resaleed, That this genoral nssembly regurd the con-
dact of the notthem S-ates on the tubjset ol sluvery ns re-
vemsing the slavenolding Swutes feom wll turther adhorence
1o the basis of comprom ise fited on by the pet of Gongress
of the Gibof March, 1520, even | such et ever did dinpose
nny obligation upon the slavebolding Siates, sad author-
iges thers to insist upon thelr rights under the constiation ;
bat, for the sake of harmony and {or the presecvation el onr
federal Unlon, they will still sanction ®bhe s pplication of
e Mizeouri Compromive o the recent territorial scquisi-
tiand, i, Ly such e o future age I Bpon the
oqual righas of the Simtes way be nerestecd, and the gpirit of
autlealavery lanaticlsm be exdoguished

This patriotic resolution, sir, | believe breatbed the
true spirit of nearly the whole South at the time it was
passei) ; and nobler sentimeats, in my opinion, under
similar circumslances, were never expressed. The peo-
ple of Missouri had foi u loug time seen their inatitu-
tious bitterly and wautonly assailed. Tlev had seega
long and nogry warface earried on by the North, whith
threatened 1o deprive them of their just and equal rights
under the constitation, to an inlerest in ouf common ler-
ntory  And feeling that all ties of {ricndabip and broth-
erhood which before had bound them 1o the North had
been sundered, and themselves released from wll sup
posed understandings and arrangements of 1520, yet, “ for
the sake of harmony,” they meekly tendered onee more
the alive bhranch of peace, and oflered 10 renew them
The rapacious North stil] refused the averiure, and plant-
ed usell wpon ite supposed power 1o carry oul ils purs
joses. Agnin, sir, on the 26h of January, 1850, Mr.

avis, of Mississippi, while speaking upon Mr. Clay's
resolutions for the admission of California into the Union,
uscd the following language :

“ We maiomin that (s the right of the people of the
South 12 carry this species of property 1o any poriion of the
Territories o the Uniied Siates; thnt it rests under the
constitution, gpon the same basis s other propecy ;b
when speaking of n compromise [ was the ultimsrim | ao-
nouopced. [t ts strange that the seostor rom Kemocky
should be so wuch sorprised § 0 eerainly was not n new
question with him nor with bis collengue, with whem oo a |
former ogeasion u simlar proposition erigioeied. 1tis e
pariiel eognition v’ a right wa L"ll!.'n w be coexiensive
with the Teiriories of the United Soams, but wiich we
are willing in m epics uf compromise, and o compliance
with th jlast aegq scubce of the Siuwtos, 10 estrict by (he
parallel of 39 deg. 3 min. north ™

Here ngam was exhibiled the eoncilatorny snd compro-
misiog epint of the South, which had so long distin- |
guished it, and an ofter once more made 1o seltle upon
the hne ol 36 deg. 30 min ; not, however, in compli-
ance with any contract which sbolitionists allege has
been made, but *in compliance with the past acquivs.
cence of the Staten”  Uhis has been the opdersianding
of the Soulh,

And ngain, on the 18t of Avgust, 1550, Mr. Clay said :

“ Parmit me to ¢ Har vae or two sddivionnl remni ks b e
gard 1o oy own position twuching the Missoari Compio
” It s known that | have = s vored for (1 when- |
it hws been proposced livre § 1] have Inbsored stren- |
lar years pasi W0 poocure s ndoption, snd | hav
eeks sgo, goven 8 minute hislory of my exeri
ehall, whaoh will leave no doabe wpon the mind o
") Judiced mun in regard to my zenl snd slocesiiy
In nrging the Misourl Compromise npon the Senne and
ontry.” |

e oc
iher references might be made to show the .-..ﬂ.'

smlency and steadlastness of the South in sapport of |
the Missouri principle, bat it is unnecessary. [t has ba-
coma (00 much a matler ol bistory 1o regaire i |
Now, #ir, notwithstanding all this, we hear the South |
charged with brenking coniracts entered into in 1820, and |
with & viclaton of phghted fuith.  Bui, after the hstory |
which | bava presented, | wouald ask, who s the guily |
pari Who must stand devounced beiore the tribunal |
af the nation jor & want of fdelity in the folfilment of
conlracie, |l any, and the redempiion ol piedges ! Not |
the South, sie, bot 1ne North. The North has always
been the party which caused the diticalty, and sncour. |
aged controversy. The Souih basslways courted inend- !

(whip wnd peace, but the Nonb has always spurned it

Agaioa, sr, we are toll that if the Mussournt Compromise
wis nol sinetly binding betwesn the North wed ibe
South, it has been sequiesced in loe a penod of thiry |
yreats, and therclote nequiced the fores of & kind of eom-
mon-law, and now has & binding offoney, which ought
not and eannot be dove away 1(‘" I have shown that
frum less than u yesr witer the adoption of the Missouri
Compromiss the Norih has stendily and contimuslly re-
fused 10 aequiesce m i1 thut the slorm  which free.sonls
twm and wbalitionism raised in st quarter & entirely in- |
consialent with the viea of acgaiescence
stead of there having been a seenee, there has been
the most empnatic tejsetion and abandonment.

I will now procesd 1o eonsider the effect which | be.
lieve the compromme mensures of 1550 bave had opon
And the main ques-
tion ie, has the latter been, positively or impliedly, re
pealed, superdeded, or rendered inconsistont with he
former 7 By the act of 1820 slavery was clearly intend

No, sir; ins |

| ed 10 be prolitbited in nur (hen western lerritory north of

16 deg. 30 min o! norh liviode. | think | have elently

show s that the South w0 aoderstood i1, and thet their ne

tion has sl wata beesn consistent with of up 1o 1830, Anid
S poae, that ths mdviocates of
slavery restriotion had intended that it should forever
remain a8 the sonthern houndary of iree teriory, o
would have been caretally mnd stusionay preserved ;
for 1t canaot be contended, after the long, spivited, and
angry contest apon the saubeat of slavery, that sny-

[ thing has been neghoeted 10 seenre the supposed rights

of the Norih, of that thern has boen any misappreben.

[ wion or mistake on their part, in legmwlating upon them

It, therelore, by subsequent legislation, there has boen
amy dewation of depariare from the principles ol the
Missonn Compromise, it mosr biave beeao done wnders
wlandiogly, wnd with deliberate design  Now, fet ns see
whiat sabseguent legielation there has boen, und what it
amonnia ‘0

In 1550, seta of Congress were pansed 1o organizs (e
Territoties ol New Mexico and Uah.  For the parposes
of my signment, | will coufine my remarks 1o the ael
relaning 1o the former.  In the second section of the act,
| fimdd thie Tollowing proviso

w dod provided, further, Thar, wheo admltted ss 8 Sunie,
the surd Teoitary, of any pottiaw of (he snme, shall be s
ewlvod [nto the Unlon, with or without slavery, as thei
constitntion may presoribe at the time of their sdinission **

It mwy not be improper here, perlinps, 10 give the re.
spective dntitudes of Missonii and New Mexico. M
souri beging ol 30 deg. 30 min. of north lattude, aod ex.
tenow norh to @ litlle over 40 dog. New Mexieo begine
at 32 Jeg,, wnd extends north 10 35 deg , and i, theres
#, north of 36 deg. 30 min. Now, the set

line ot 30 dmg. 30 min ; bul beosuse there wa i
3 P . nma
am teee 0 laver of o, it snbmied 1o m- i

fore, of co
o.l'l.‘w. relied upon by the opponents of the bill, h-
ited siwvery narth of this Iine | buat the set of §

hlna’ upon
y

| which merns consideration,

{ tights whichi they are 10 enjoy vuder 0
{ other words, 1o ggree ypon s lerme,

the frst g ¥ # ol the rev-
olation ; in that greut mm—f. 10 bu‘r‘-l"in:i( from Brit-
ish oppression.  Tuen, of the set of 1850 has repealed
Uie provisons of the act of 1540, have we nol a night to
sy 80 in this bill? 1[ the fuct i s0, @ simple declasa:
tion that the fact exista 1s proper, Have we not a right
o ng #0? Have not the people of the Territories und
the Slatea u right 1o say so? and have not the Iatter al.
ready spoken, in lnﬁ:;u which cannot be misunder-
stood, and declured that the fact does exist? Was it not
echved through the land in 1850 that the lww of that year
waa # repeal of all former laws in relation o slav
and ma:qummwmnwmmmﬂi
Was not the word finality upon every. 1 "Was not
@ full and final seilement recognised scknowledged
at the Baltimore Conyeotion in 15532 Waa not the dem-
onatzation which wus made by the people at the presi-
dentinl in that year s—demonsitalion unexam-
pled in the history of this or sny other nation—made
such a supposed settlement 2 Did not the peoplt so
undaratand and ve it, when they saw the dark and
portenious cloud, which bad so long threstened a dissolu.
tion of the Union, die away m the distance, succeeded
by the bright bow of promise? And did wot our re-
ligious temples thioughout the land echo with the most
fervent thansgivings, prayers, and praises, that went up
1o Heaven as holy incedse, in gratitude for the nation’s
deliverapce from peril ? Y!al. sir, abolitionists tell us that
itis not so. They tell ua that there was no sincerity in
the legislation of 1850 ; that not only the South, but the
whole country, has begn deceived, cheated, and made to
believe what was not true.  Sir, this unexpected and
startling decluration sbould not be confined within these
walls, but should be speedily sent 1o every quarier of
the countiy, and poured inlo the %::lﬂl'l ears, that they
mg know with whom they have been dealing.

ut, sir, let us for a moment refer 1o the record, and
sen what really was settled by the act of 1850, and to set.
tle the point whether (Le abolitionists are right or wrong.
And [ will refer to the very first starting poiot—to wit, the
preamble 1o the resolutions of Mr. CI:{ fur the admission
of Califorua into the Union, to which | have belore refer-
red  Itis as follows:

“ It belng sesirabile lor the pesoe, conoord, and harmony
of the Unlon of these States, to setie and adjost noenbly
all existing questions of contrbverey between them uliulﬂgi
out ol the ustiution of davery, upon & fulr, equitable, nnd
just basis.™

Now, what were all those existing questions? Why,
the South contended for equal rights under the constitu-
non—an equal iuterest in the terntory, and the free aml
unfestruined right to earry their slave properly into it
The abolition portion of the North opposed it, und ungen.

constilutlon of the United
existent cause which demanded that equality of
I&r u:m belog e
tion, y

]

way with

ali lines of distinction, and to

1
free and uniestrained

breed ion wud discord, t upan

o poacesl udm I“d' % mtnr.w::
there ing wrong in this? Waas it more than the
peace the

of the ired? W
more than m [ thmﬂw 'ﬂﬁ" Sninon

Stuten; and there was u r:u‘u

P
niary Abe common property 0f the nu-  wn bim for & higher and
Irht:lg every seclion of it bad an equal interest, | fallen
the grand mative ::,u.a_n I 5evs bRtois ohsarved, 16 d6 | buas, the

[l

hn;#mml__ went of | leach bim 10 wodviwiand: kmtmniu:‘udhht

the -t o do ith ull artificial divis. | f i ize i

e 1 oW “l:;pw 0 an,':.“v cb't:h'palsdid'lzn[ or immortality, sod 1o vealize his vast responsibilities
dhﬂn’m o

and wholesome luws lor
e
and degraded humanity, that it ; more ily

m{ and bend Lis

thiow around bin sal
h'u.m; 10 teach bim

{
1
I

ol us Maker; 10 b i
mind 1o v o reigious though wid relcton, e

==

lor the futute, snd his final accountability 10 his God,
Theae, -u,mmmd aud« aoble objeets 10 be necom-
rllhd by the bill, aud not, us has beeo intimated, to rob

mm ol his property and ﬁ him of hia rights,
But, sir, 1t is intimated this ecannot one; thal

South?  Did it not help to aequis thut tersitory ¢ Huaa it
R el VI e P T s seiigry | et
vights and ifs country’s honor? Did not the North wnd
South tegether upon the buttle-fields of Mexico,

g ;
pqmmw the enemy! Did not

their wed upon Mexican soil !
beat

Ap& did not ﬂl: eir Learts hin niil'n “d.:{h'i“
wi as their country's proudly way 0
triutn, ; An involuslary Hae luma’r o enme Lo

me from angﬂqwm of this House that they did.
By ihair united efforts the bonor of the nation was
muin our righls wers sscured, and peace was con-
m mu;. a':umd remnants of the war-worn and
u
Our Mexican possesslons, the' great ' prize of
Id not the prize be
thie South should have no part of it, if lbﬁ chose 1o
it, and their domestic institutions would justify it?
Should not the widows and orphuns of those brave men
who offered up their lives ps a sacrifice for their coustry’s
glory, and whoss hones now lie mouldering in Mexican
soil, have no lotor purt in 1?  Should the cold und
hand of the North grusp itall? No, sir; the illustrious
statesmer 1o whom | bave referred have said that it
whould not; the Congress of 1830 has decided that it
should nol, and therefore opened the door for the freead-
mission of the South as well as the North.

But it may be said that the Congress of 1850 was legis-
lating for tervitory aequired from Mexico, and not for
seiritory acquired from France, for which the Congress
of 1520 legislated, and that, therefore, the act ol 1850
does not apply to it o this I answer, thal & portion, a
small peruon | admit, of the Lowisiana purchase was cul
oft l.mﬁ:u]udnd withio the limite of the Territory of
Utab, and enough, by legal construction, to chunge the
effect of the act of 1520 in relation 1o the portion left. A
principle can be cbanged by legislative action in refer-
eoce toa small portion of a lerrilory swe well as to the
whole. by it, [ believe, that the principles of 1820
have been fully and effectually changed and repealed, or
at least made incousistent with the principlesoi the Com-
promise of 1860, Wy ! .

But, sir, another objection is made to the bill ; which
I8, that injustice will be done 1o the Indians inﬁahi:in;
the Ternlory. When | heard this I conld not but pity
the iseruble subterluges 1o which abolitiouists will re-
sort in order to carry out their fanatical purposes, They
charge, sir, that it would be unijmt and wrong to distur
them in their present hl)m‘l. which bave bereiofore been
asnigned o them by our government; that under former
treaties they settled there, with the expectation of having

erously coutended that the whole of our lerritory should
be tree, and slavery should have no existence there, Ex-
hibiting the most unjustitisble selfishness, and discegard -
ing tbe rights of heir brethren in the Sounth, the aboli-
lionists eagerly grasped at e whole of it. To setile
this, and all other questions that could possibly ariee, a
weries of resolutions succeeded the preamble, 1o 1the firet
and second of which [ need ouly refer: :

* Bow'ved, That Callforain, with suitable boundaries,
ought, npon her apphiestion, o be admived as one of the
Hemies ol this Union, without the limpasition by Congreas of
any restriglion (o respect to ibe exclusion or imrodaction
al slavery witlin those bonndaries,”

* Hesolved, That ms slavery aoes not exist by lww, nod is
not likely 1o be iotrodueed intoany of the territory sequired
by the United Sintes lron the republic of Mexico, it in in-
expedient [or Congress w provide by law, eiber for e 1u-
troduetion i, or exclusion irom, the mid |nmrury“‘

Upon the principles embraced in these resolutions is
bawed the organic law of the Territories of New Mexi-
coand Uwh. Thos=e principles are, non-intervention by
Congress upon e subject of alavery, und freedom lo
all, the SBouth as well us the North. I'bose Mr. Clay
doubtiess mtended should be substituted in the place of
all others, wa the wost proper for the government of
American cilizens, and a8 most conmstent with the the-
ory ol car government and the genius ol our institutions,
and which should seitle the malter lorever. And he is
not alone in this  Mr. Webster, while speaking upon
the saine subject, on the 17(h of Jaly, 1550, said ;

“ When 1 speak of this bill inthis connexion, | mean sl
oo w0l Wil it e otbersubjects iecommended by the
conm te ) avd 1 say, thatif the whols report of the eom-
mitien shouid be carried out to-day, one of the grestest of
ali e possible benetis 1o be denived 1o the whole country
i this, that it setiles, (o the exient of far more thao the me-
Jority of them, all tbe questions conneeod wil slavery
which tinve so iong agimted the country."

And again, on the same day, a5 le advanced in bis re-
marks, be further said :

1 ibhink the vountry calls on os w0 settle this question ;
thmt it enils loudly sod tmperanyely ; and | ihiok, furiber,
tiat the whole workd (s look ing 10 ses whether this grea re-
publio can get throngh with sach & orisie.™

per , and were nol to be again disturbed by
the encroachments of the white man. .&c!wirhsl.mding
I think that this objection Las little to do with the settle-
ment of n domestic principle among ourselves, yet, asthe
gequisition ol Indian ternitory ever bas been, and still is,
a matler ol importacee to the country, | will notice it

By a reference to the fill, it will be seen thar the most
ample provision is made m it Tor the protection of the In-
diwns,  In tlie et section of it itis provided :

* That nothing in this set contained shall be construed 1o
lapair the righiy 00 person or property npw perisining to
ihe Tudinos in said ‘f‘umrmy- 80 long ms euch righte shull
remain noexsiinguished by weaty between the United States
and sueh lodinns, or to include uny territory which, by
trealy with any lodlan tribe, is not, without the consent of
said wribey 10 Lo locluded within the territorial limits or ju-
risdiction of any St or Territory ; but all such terriwry

rned to the warm bosom of a ful | it

! . (, 81Ty
éh:'i? Shﬁ’u‘!d ::rhn?ai»l? that our brethren in | Kast

no | ull

d
e wildoess of bis naiure would pe him 1o fiee ai
the upproach of the white mun, and se -k another hame
n the wiill further West. Well, if such should be the
cane, it would only be his destiny, and in perfect con-
lormity with the greut plan which
verse intends (0 accomplish. From the carliest seottle-
went of the coantry, the march of civilization has been
{‘r:lnt:‘h Elllh umm.d.hn.:’h‘.m:-umw 4
ere iau ¢ in that word The Easi is
first portion ol the earth that is
*taﬁm u”.nm. t was hﬂlj-oj s
en 8 BaW Lhe slar inted to U
ey the fnfaat Saviour mldrlhn atar of Betble-
m. weslern » e eastern portion ol
wis anioog the first which civilization shed ity
rays. But il wan not to be confined there, lts progress
wu-l:‘?::n]nrd. :h :h::l:ln its course in the
 on thro s meridian v 1o
light up 1Be dump t Wesl, 8o _is civilization, with all ita
aceompanying blessings, 1o coutinue its march weslward,
until it sbeds its brilliunt rays wpon the uneivilized por-
tions of the West. Sir, that overruling providenee wﬁiah
led the trembling and sea-tossed bark which contained

where

iey | the first diseoverer of these western shores, which nerved

the patriot's hearl, and led our armies 1o hattle for-eivil
liberty, now leads the way to accomplish this, This is
the destiny of our country, and it cannot be defeated.
Yea, more; it 1n destined io become the great mor.ﬁ‘ and
political sun ‘to illuminate the world, and to st exam-
ples lor other nations to imitate,

. Yet, sir, we are called upon 10 array ourselves againat
it, und lo auy thatit shall not be so, that the [ndians will
be disturbed in their possessions and their homes, Tri-
fling thuu?t. vapid philosophy indeed, compared with |
the great object to be secompliehied, What, sir | shall not
the boundarien of civilization be enlarged because the In-
dians are to be disturbed! | am astonished and amazed
to hear such entiments fall trom ihe lips of civilized and
Christian men  lam pained to see them so far aliennted
from o irae considerution of seffering humanity as to con-

visions which, if carried out, will bea blessing to thou-
#unds of the human race ; and would soon add another,
if mot other, bright and blazing stars 1o the great conetel -
latign of Stales, and increase our national glory. But
can we expect less from lanatical enthusiasis? Ma we
not be justified 1n supposing that they have some dan de-
nﬁn mview in their npﬁ.\oqunn to the bill 7 May we not
believe that they intend, if possible, to hold the Indias
tribes as a corps of reserve for some fulure parpose ! At
an early penod of our history the English government
aged the ion of slaves into this country,
because 1t thought that they would some day * be a pow-
er in its hands against the untuly colonists,” And from
the spirit now manifested, inay we not suppose 1hat abo-
litioniats design 1o bold, if poasibie, the Indian tribes inn
state of pative wildness, to be used, at no distant day, in
carrying oot their revolutionary Enr es! I[ wo, pir, 10
aver: the awlul coneequences which such an event would
bring upon the country is one purpose of the present hll.
Bul, sir, there is another question of importance which
I design 1o notice, which is: Will the people, while
under a territorial government, have a right 1o legislate
apon and determine the question, whether slavery shall
exist in the Territory or uot, or whether that power is
vested by the constitution in alone. ‘That part
of the constitution upon which the question arises is to
be found in the third section of the fourth article ;

** That (I.lu:ﬂwm shall inve power to dispose of, and make

shail bo excepied out of the L daries, an
purtof the Territory of Nebraska, wotil sald irite shall sig-
fify their assent to the President of the United States to be
included withiin the said Terctory of Nebrasks, or to sffect
v mutbagity of the governmen! of the United States to
make uny regulntion respecting sneh lodinns, their lands,
propesty, or oher rights, by wreaty, law, or otherwise,
which it would have been compatent (o the government o
make (f thiveet had never been passed.”

This proviso at once secares the rights of the Irdian
from unjust invasion, and guaraaties to him his title 10
lim property, unless he chooses 1o ftll'l with it by treaty
or otherwise, for a lair aud valuable conmderation. And

| it woukd be the duty ol the government Lo see its provis-

e no overreaching or injustice done 0 the different
tribes.  Then, why this boasted sympathy for them—
this maddeaing fear that they may be exposed to u sep-
aration {rom their lands, sud induced, by some policy of
their own, 1o move & 1t_tlie lurtber weat’ | have not
ween the tender senmbilities of the honorable gentleman
from Yermont, who nddrersed us the other day, on the
other side of the House, and who expressed his sympa-
thies in such elcquent terms, shocked at the thought
that he, too, dwells vpon that which waa once Indian
sotl; por turn psle 1o think that be has a seat in this
magoificent and stately edifice erected upon ground
that was once lodian inheritance. | do not hewr him

Yet, wit, o the face of all ihix, we are told by abolition-

rmlesan 5 ¥ the terrl
other propeny of the United Smies. e
While some have contended that this clagse only gave
to Cougress ihe right 1o pass such rules, regulations, or
laws as should be y for the disposition or sale of
the public domain, | bave always entertained the opi
ion that, as territory is the property of the people, Con-
gress had a right to pass any law necessary for a safe
rescrvation of it far the use of the people, when wanted
y them for State purposes. From the termn used, to
wit, * rules and regulations,” [ have inferred the right
and the power ol Congress 1o lay down general prinei-

| ples for the government of the people residing i 1hem,
ipns Juitbdully carried oul, and 1o see that there should | leaving 1o them, however, the nght 10 adopt sech muni-

cipal regulations s their wants and their sale protection
wight require. 1 bhave, 1k £, on 4 lormer occasion, se-
knowledged ibe right of Congress to decide by law whether
slavery should exis! in Territorien or not; neserting, at the
same tme, that such x law could be of very litlle practical
use, inasmuuch as the people, when (ke Territory should be-
come i State, could, in their sovereign capacity, pass un
entirely different law, which would supersede the law of
Congress, and be binding upon them.  For this reason |
have always been opposed 1o the agitation of the slavery
question in Congrens. 1t has no business here, and no
man who is & friend to the peace and welfaie of the coun-

condemn the blessings ol eivilization which he enjoys | But where Congress is si

try will, for dil\(u’(lhi:lnf purposes, ever introduce it.
ent upon the subject, and has

iste, that the question has not been settled, but i still [ [ do not hear him invoke the retwrn of the piimi- | passed no law respectiog it applicable 1o any Terntory, [

open 1o wgllARLOn

are holio be helieved
wm and fanaticism do!
But we are called upon 1o meet &n argument ol an-
other charmeter  The oppovents of the bill say, that i
the principles of the Missoutl Compromise are changed |
by the eompromise measures of 1850, that change is nol
1o tak e effect now, but v futace, and that fature s when
e Territony of New Mexico is adovited into the Unioa
as & Slate ; that ot that e 1he pr-ngllp ahial] have & fight
tr declaie 1t their constiiutuon whether slavery shall ex
it within s Bmits or pot; that belore that tvme, 1he
Territory is o be free Tertnory. “Tois s & gaestion

Now, it is true that e peojile of (he Territory have
the nght 1o determing he gueston, aud ut the ume
named  Iheyure 1o lame & constitution, which s 1o
beeome the paramount lew of the land, and o debine the
They are, in
Now, the right of
the prople 10 ngree apon and 1o deeide naturally presup-
pomes e existence of athing o be sgiead wpon and de
cided) whout which there may be a ditference ol opinion
It presupposes that the peogle would be called dpon 10
decide a question which might arike betwoun [wo or
more existing parties. 11 ihe uct of 1550 menns anything,
it eertainly meana this. Then, let me ask, who the par-

{vies were which Congress Lad in view al Lhe time of lhel

pasmige of (he act ! Why, undoabtedly, a pro-slavery |
ok wo woboelavery party, which it supposed wright be |
ihere. Toat these must ineviiably be the patties intended |
in clear from (he fact that the question nI slavery is the

one to be settled. Now, il it is lrne, as the opponents of

the bill say, that the Terrdory is 1o be free cotil the |
adopyon of a constiition thet sball permit slavery |
to exist there, then the South has been overreached by
the act ol 1958, and daped into the support of & ;uliuc-mnl
thal means noibitng (§ W no betier siloa Wik re

gard 1o letiory lying north of 06 deg. 30 min. than it was
under the aet of 1530, and is just as elecivally cot off
from the enjoyment ol equal rights under the constitution
of the United States  Now, sir, | will not do such
Rrew’ majusiice 10 the Congress of 1550 as to suppose thnl|
1 thal all-unporiant and tryig hour, when the salvation

of the Union bung upon its action, it was legislating
tor dishonest purposes sod onmeaning show. | shull be
the last 1o believe that & Clay and a Waebster, when
about o commit the crowning act of their Livea, anil 1o
| wind up theit glorioas earencs by supporung the compro-
mise measnics ol 1550, were guilty of duplicity and
trenchery (o the South.  Although those ‘distingaished
sintesmen helieved that, by the laws of Natuie sl the
laws of production, slavery never could exist in Ay pois
tion of oar Mex'can Wrrilury, et they were willing 1o
seitle & prineipls, aud o establish equality of Fight be-
tween the Nor'h and the South; 10 open the doors for
them both 15 go in st their pleasure, al any time aftar
ihe act went into operation, pravided he South could see
that the ol and climate would wartant ils enirancs
and when te population shoull be large enongh 1o Jun-
tly an admission of e Perrory into 1he %Jn'mn s
a Suaie, then ihe queston ol slavery or no slavery
should be switled by the parties. 1 this was pot
the intention, bul wes, &s 8 comtended, that the
Norih should take ol (e territory alone, 1here
coald no wuch question or principle arise as Is mentioned
in the act; for orth would ot be likely 1o differ
with itsell upon the quesiion of sluvery ; and if the Sonth
were not theee, there could be no question about it, It
mum clearly have been suppossd  ihat thers posaibly
might he condlicting interests there, and (hat It was neces-
sary that Congress o its wisdom shosld make some pro-
vimon for a seitiement of them ; and there was & resson

apeak of ihe North as naving cha e |
0 relation 1o s lioe, | wish ::‘h .mf:a”?.

hich the t bl prodicaiad, says thit it mey or
:ngnl h'mhud.j:u A% R COTIAIN COBLINERNCY-—10

and a poweriul reseon, lor sueh sction. [y s |
bave belore said, 1o wetbiish squality of right noder the

sir, nothing of this s beard

¢ The peaple are 1old that the legisla- | tive forest 10 again take pos-ession of our now beas- |am unable to see why the rnople inhabiting it may not,
uon of 1550 was a larce, and that a Clay and & Webster | iful aad cultivated fields, nor Indian encampments to | Among their other municipa

tegulations, pass  law upon

Alas, #ir, what will notabolition- | take the place of our villages, lowns, and cities. No, | the subject of slavery, und which would, with the per
Then, why hia effort 2 | mission of Congress, be binding upon them.  Socha regu-

Raler of the Uni- | distin

th i
“ﬂ'::‘.:::}:c*.:a o

tend agninst the benevolent provisions of tha bill—prn- | &

graa,

Yes, sir, | am “ﬂﬁ""" 1o the people of Territories
€

the right 1o car prnciples of sell-government to
the lllrmod Iinillalll ce und salety would justify—
lhqrilhllqcl.etn-rn'ﬂ.lhn&-_ulznn ma-
y of government { require. | w make
them itdependent freemen, in every seuse of the lerm, as
long ue the within the limita of the const I
wl:nld ol:l‘h'&{dnl nhule the mdmm | m
ne Otesl, as mﬂ a0 more Iﬂa
ﬂuwd plan, or in our magnificent and refioed

(1 "
This is what they are entitled to, and for which &
created them. And who will deny them this? Nous,
sir, but the man of Limited thought, of narrow views,
and an enemy to Lis race,
I baye bafore, sir, spoken of the consistency of the
South 1 the support of the Missouri .
i dE:'npn;u;qnhhh ;;lh m.k_i? ill:.liﬁou
oing injustien wot, with equal sen-
timents of umand‘u'!inu and praise, refer to the firm and
steady conduct of a pottion ol the nationsl d : ol
the North, whose aympathies wers enlisted in favor of the
South, and which buve un?l by it 1wl 118 o ‘
1820 1o the preaent e ; for, alihwugl tie siorm
itionism came down [rom thal quartier, thete were
men s0 frmly anchioted upos principloand
uotto bedriven by s (uries ffom their
time will not permic me to refer (o 1hena wll, .
to their noble deeds, | will only briefly reter (o the
pursued by b&%« Buch:u;u..'uur p:u:'ut d g
miusler oL art ol St James. varly .
when he entered the Benmte of the United Stted,
identified himsell with the sow hern opposition o
tionism, which posilion Le has occupied to the present
time with unwavering fidelny,  For proof of it, T will
first refec to the course which he pursued in 1836, w
the Territory of Arkansus was admitted 1to the Union
l; A St:msr- On the ;lmh of Amlil ?r tl.:kl yca: h;ﬁm:'
ed 10 the denate “the memoral of 1 1

i

the Religious Society of Friends, which

recently held in the ety of Philedelphia, remonstrating
sgainat the udmission of Arkeneas into the Udion while
a provision remained in her conetitution which admitted of
und might gupel.unlu slavery.” Whea the committee
which had charge of the memocinl called upon him to
request its presentation, he stpted 'o them ** that he had
bean requsied by the delegute from Arkansas to take
charge of theapplication of that Territory to be
intothe Union, and that he bad eheerfully taken uj
himself the performance of tha. duty,” He refar

(o the eighth section of the act of Congress, of 8,
1820, containing the Missouri Ctmpromise, and informed
them ** that the whole Territory of Arkanaas was south
of the parallel of 36 deg. of north lutitude, nnd that be re-

fed this o idenog the al g circum-
stances under which it was made, aud the dangers to the
existence of the Union which it had remoyed, 1o be almoat
an sacred as @ conslitutional provision.”  In purenance of
his promise, he introduced a lution into the Senat

us [ have before remurked, lor the admission of Arkan-
eas into the Union, and voted for it And here | may
with trath remark, that several of the democratic repre-
sentatives from the same State, in the House, voled in
the same way, also.

Again, August 20, 1847, Mr, Buchanan addressed a
letter to the citizens of Berks county, in which, speak-
ing of the Missonri Compromise, he said

“ After Louisiana was aeqaired from France by Mr '
Jeiferson, and wihen the Ste of Missourl, which consti-
tied u partof it, wasabouat to bo admited inte the Union
the Missouri question arose, and (a ite progress threatened
the dissotution of the Unlon.  This was settied by the men
of the last generation, as other important and daugerons
questions have been settled, tn & spirit of mutual conces-
slon  Under the Misaurl Compromi-g dav;gy waa ‘for-
ever probibited norh of the paralicl of 36 deg. 30 min.,' and
routh of this purallel the qoestion was lelt 1 ke decided by
the prople  Congress, in ithe sdmission of Texmulhv-
g 1o the [ pe ol iheir pred %, adopted the sams
raje 5 and, in miy opinion, the harmony of the States, and
cven the seanrity of the l.fl

of s Migsouri Com prowise should be exionded (o any new
territory whiel we may agquire from Mexico.”™

This letter, sir, was hailed with applause, not in
Po:n;yln:}?e. but in uﬁounlhuﬁﬁm of the Uln‘h 1
and the cBses  lee with expressions of the
mdmuedp‘ !“'f“.L For the special benefit of the
honorable gentlemun from Veimont, [ will refer to &

hich ed woon after in the Vermont
S;E:&';ﬁh:u;o. ;? mfalmilu charmecter:

" Mu Ducuanay o8 Tuk reoviso —We place before our
readers for porusal the very able leter of this distinguished
man on this albimportnt question. It was written in an-
wwer to k0 fnvitmtion 1o sitend a celebration in Barks coun-
ty, .Ponnnrlnni-. and, ns is characterisiio of all the wri-
tings of that man, is frank, clenr, and concise. We like
his gronnds, and moch admire the concession and compro-
wilee wlich pervads hils loter, and  bolieve i thero were
moe of the same kin, and less of the fooateal g;adusllm
30 viten et with, the dark and threateniog elond which
now hangs over our conntey would pass burmlessly by, and
Jet the clene and bright sen of Unlon shine cnce more upon
our almost distragted State”

Such, sir, were the sentiments of a certain portion of
Vermont in 18473 yet, in 1880, the representatives from
that State were not in favor of that line; but pow, in
1854, they are the first Lo ciaim it. From that the
tocsin ol war been first sounded, and from it the
first gon han beea fired at ibie present bill ; and, after
such vacillating couduet, sball Yermont eharge, with
impunity, the South with having violated contracts und
plighted faith #  Sir, I leave it for this committee and the
country to judge. But to retarn,

M:. Buchanan, baving planted himsell opon the Mis-
rouri Compromise, firm and immovable through
the exciting controversy unnl 1550, when he

the compromise menaures o« ut year as & full and
settlement of the question ; ahu e went into thlumall

[t cun be nothing less than tie last resort of poor, linger- | lation or law could not be liable to the objection that it | ©f 1552 with all the energies of his great and

ing, dying abolivomem, wheh, in i last stry
life, grasps at anyithing wilbin its reach. At

when this struggle commenced, the poor negro at the slavery as they please
His | left to themseives, may exercise just as much soverv

South was the object of their despest sympathy

le for | was wnconstitutional, for it permis the people, in the
rat, mir, | sovereign capacily of a Siate, 1o decide the

nestion of

So the people in & Territory, if

n
wiloation was patnted o sueh hright and 110‘““‘ colors | power us bey eoukd under & State government; for uh

by lanatical enthusasts, that by merely

ooking at the | people of & State have no right 10 pass any law which

pictare one conld almost hear his very chawms rattle ; and | would eonflict with the constitution and general laws of

s wufferings and tials were so vividly drawn by the
pen of flieton, that a perosal almost made us loel them
Yot it was all in vain. A healihy public sentimenl sor-
vived it, and the legislation ot 1850, and the action of
the people in 1852, drove the abolitionists from their po-
sition.  And, sir, Il wis an erfonecus position, There
was litde, il anythiog, sound or sincere i it, exeepl 1o
mmke the poor negro a lever 1o elevite dangerous men 10

the United States; neither could the people of a Terri-
tory, In this respect, therefore, they stand upon equal
fmoting

But there may be n question as 10 the policy and pro-
priety of letting the people under a terriional government
decide the question of slavery.  There is no doubt in my
mind that it is not only proper but right that they should
do it 3 and 10 permit them to do so wounld bhe nnrj' 10 ear-

political power. Sir, [ repeat i1, that, in my epinion, | ry out the ides of popular govereignty and of self-gov-

nortbern abolitonists bave no wore true sympathy lor the |
southern slave than they have for the supposed inhabi- |

tants of some distant planet.  Yet, sit, strange to say, that
infatuation had so seized \he people, that our glorions
Union was i danger ol being dimsolved.  Eogland, see-
ing the nipha of Iiln sirife, and cl;rccllng it Omega s0on
o follow, when the nation should be reat in twain, sent
across the Atlantie her Thompsons, like jackals, 1o sanlf
up some sandersd fragmeunt for the British lion's food.
But, wir, it in glory enough to say that the erisis is
and we are yet safe

Having vdriven from whal they supposed to be an
impregnable position, the abolitionists now plant them-
selves wpon the rig
enciling {»uhhc. sympathy, aud of rallying
troops.  But | thiak this must be & reson W
rather than choice ; for while they thought that “-l““llﬁ
exhggernted reprosentations of nlu'etly
cossiully earry on their anwarrantabie
the South, they thought nol of the loduns

patied

uves in an Amenican Congress are 1o point us 1o the | Eoglena

passed | pomsession, prepare 1

they could suc- | alave labor
ortsade againet | them ?
| hay were | welfure may require ! And what State in the Uwion wiil |
left toiren their savage haunis enthought of and an- | deny them the nght ! Can Mussachusetia |
What, sir ! has it eome 1o ihis, that representa- | she was ihe st herse'l 10 resist the oppressive laws of

ernmenl, as the people everywhere in this eonntry un-
derstand it 1t was lor that eur ancestors contended
whien they threw off the Hritish yoke. They had been
oppressed and trodden ander jool by Briush legislation
without representation in Parlinment; and this is one of
the coloninl grievances mentioned in our Declaration ol
Independence. Now, the }I\lopln inanew Territory are in
the pature of acolony. They go in advance into wild,
uncultivated, and luure regions, 1o level forests, 1o take

e way for eivilization, and to
hold it lor the eountry to which they belong. Thay |
spend  their time, labor, and money in urhu[ the |

ground and  improving the soil; they become ae- |

s 0l tho Indinns, for the purposs of quainted with and anderstand its nature, and the
ufmn their | elimaie, also; they kuow what produet o the wsoil
O Becass

im the best and most profitable to them ; what kind
of labor will vield the greates! revenue—whether fiee or
hen why not let them aet upon and choose
Wihy not_let them puss such laws as their own

Noj; for

Can any of the New Eogland States? No;

sworn enemies of our raes, anl demand oar sympathies lor they equally fell and resisted oppression.  Can Penn-

for them, for the purpose of influencing ue in our legis-
lation ! Are there people dwelling within the limite of
this Union who ate so strnightened for materials 10
Aty on
use of the lodian? ave
by sueh an appes) !
ment, have ihe ;-1-'1{4-- ol Pennsylvania forgoten the
awinl mossacre of Wyoming, traces ol the tload of

which years have wcarcely
Have the people of New E
ware &0 inhomanly  botehere

Have the people of our western States and frontiers foi-
otten the horrible and tragie seones of which rothless
fidians were the aothors whieh have transpiced there !
Have the people ol the country gmi‘ly forgotten
their allisnce with our snemien in the war of the revoln-
tion, and the war of 15124 11 not, can they be called
upon for sympathy in the sense in which it is asked !
0, Firg it s madoess o presume it Hot, sir, 1 am
happy to say that an appl‘uruq be made to this Houss,

anil the conniry, lounes_wnTn_ oi sympaihy and miy
lmnmdﬁmﬂm;ubugmaﬂlm

i 1o suy thut the bill ander makes it,

1 projoaes no military mareh for neat, i unlawful
meigure and lw ion of » ho violation of
righta to soil. it 1o take the initiatory atep
mwm of human freedowm ; 1o
teivilization, ity, and religion advance, with atill
and silent irend, 1o the lndian camp, 1o charm and capti.

‘vale him with their beauties, and tame his savags natare ;

their disor In'lllli purposes s 1o make |carrences of that lime are fresh.
the roplu B0 woon forgol | the vigh ?
the tomabawk and sealping-knite ns 1o be affected | nights and (reedom of netion

|

e¥lvnnta 1 No; far she, too, has rigsen up in opposition
1o oppressive lawe, Many of the descendants of the
fathiers ol 1799 are sull there, in whose memories the oo-
: Can the Sonth deny
No for it has long contended for popular
Uan the people of any

And, 1o partiewlarize for & mo- | Siate that recur back 1o their carly history deny them the

tight! No sir; not in reason and justice. Aod @ hy ehould
they not bave the rght 7 Ave they not freemen, and have

been able 1o obliterate ! | twien part in the formation of laws in the States before
land, whose kindeed | their immigration thither.  Are they not our fathers, our
there, forgotten it 1| sons, and our brothers, bane of our hone and Mesh of our

flesh ! Why should we declare ithat removal and resi-
dence shall strip them of their lormer rightai  Bir, we
should not. And here let me ask, il the government of
Territories should rest nlone upon the caprice of Con-
!rm. what form of government would they have!

houll there be a majority ol abolitianists bere, nbolition-
ism would be the law of the Territory. Shoulci there be a
majority of wma ionista here, amalgamation would
be the order of the duy, or perhaps the advocates of wo-
man's rights would be in th% ascendant. This, sir, may
be thought idle speculation, but tha times are so nant
with fanatical heories that we know not what a
o :mﬁ‘;' ndm't.ﬁm It:i‘ g

on

Fherefore cat wpon iona end saan

£

w|
i ut:m
man s and the rich enjoyment of freedom.

thomn
them. | Ivwoir Matnre—al E 1

mind. The entire democracy of Penunylvana, following
their distinguished leader, took (he same view of the sub-

jeet, and gave & very large majoruy in favor of our pres-

ent able and dietinguished Chiel Mogistrate.  Since
time the same democratic party have considered the goes-
tion of slavery aa no luniger open, bat fally and finally
settled  They want no mote agiation of so [ruitless &
sabject. As an evidence of this, a resolution waa re-
cently offered in the Senate, 1o instruct its senators and
request its representalives in Coogress to oppose the
resent bill, which was postponed by the democratic vote
Eein‘ cast against it. The democratic press has
expressed its approbation of that deciaion, a0 there
can be little doubt that the provailing sentiment in Penn-
sylvania is in favor of the bill. s
1 will now, sir, proceed 1o show that the ition
which has forso long « time been cantinved by the North
nat the South has been unreasonable and unjust, and
mtnm 1520 1o this lime the Noith has had no reason o
complaia. 1t will be recollected that the Missouri Com-
promise protubited slavery north of 30 deg. 30 muin.i but
did not absolutely estabiish slavery south of that line,
but merely permitted it if the people wished it Now,
this gave &en North two chunces to one against
South, Al the tertitory.north of the liné was, beyond
pecndventure, o be free territory.  lis charaoter s such
waa fixed and settled, while the territory souih of the
line depanded upon the contingency of a choice of t
ple whether 1t should be free or slave territory. The
orth, then, bad the right 10 sead ils people mto the
Territory in sufficient numbers 1o determine ita character.
11 it hns peglected to do this it has ot one word of com-
plaint (o make, 1t certainly bad the advantage, and
the mrruogements of 1520 ought 1o bave been perfectly
satisfactory
Bt vot unly bas the Narth had the advantage of the
South in legislation, but location, soil, and climate have
been in i favor. It is admitted, and was so in 1850,
that the laws of Nature and ke lnws of produciion sre
unfavorable (o the introductinn of slavery into any part
of the terrilory aequired from Mexico. This no doubt
contribnted to the adoption of the compromise meanores
ol that year, and was a strong reason why the compro-
migs of 1920 should be repealed. Nature had dmwn ite
own loes and set ap e own barriers, which wers con-
mdered of greater loree than those erected by bhuman
legintation.  Thin was declared fo the nd resolution
affered by Mr. Clay for the adm'ssaon of Texns, 10 which
I have belore referred.  While spenking upon it on the
dath of January, 1550, he ased the following language :
“ The next irath which the resclinion assarts (s, thnt sln-
vory ls ot Lkoly o be intodaced ioto any portion of that
seritory. That is o mauer of lact; aod sll the evidenos
upon which the faet reats i 1 acoessible (o other senniots
m4 it s 10 e § but ) must say, that {rom all ] have eard or
roud, feony the testimany 1 have seen, wod the witnesees |
hinve oonmverad wi:h-—irmm all thnt has tranepired and |y
transpiring, 1 Ao bellave that yot within one foot of the tar-
ritory uqnundb?'r us from Maxico will slavery ever be
anted, wnd | jeve it ponld pot bo done even by the
ﬁ:wn nnd power of public muthoriiy ™
Upon this subject Mr. Webster, in his speech of March
T &'. used thee following language :
“Now, an to California and New Mexion, | hold siave
ti b exoluded from Terrirories by hwmuwg
i tharwiioh admits amd mnotions klﬁ‘l’!tﬂ: #
h -thhwa?m -
t law setiles forever, with &
&m tmant, that siavery
or Now ino."

R

ennnut exist in
Tlum ﬁw ¢ nlno expressed by Mr. Bughan-
an in his Be mmm:r. and by the lIzlo Vice Presi-

tion itsell, require that theline
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